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Relating the Trinity’s Perfect Congruence
to the Tathagata-garbha’s True Mind

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-Chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Tathagata-garbha (Buddha embryo or
treasury-store) pertains to a fundamental issue in later
stage Mahayana Buddhism. This matrix refers to the
true Mind, the self-existent pure Mind possessed by all
sentient beings. It consists of “the one Mind with two
doors”; one opening into the bhuta-tathata (essence of
suchness), the other, entering to “origination and cessa-
tion”. The former denotes perception of the entire dhar-
ma realm moving towards nirvana. The latter indicates
the non-created non-perishing bhuta-tathata remaining
formless and immutable despite undergoing prati-
tya-samutpada (dependent origination). Christianity’s
theology of the Cross and the self-existent pure Mind of
the tathagata-garbha system are akin in wisdom, sharing
mutual inspiration and understanding. With noumenon
of God personifying as love (agape), and the pure Mind
manifesting as sunyata (emptiness); emptiness-love of-
fers a perfect congruency. The inexhaustible love of God
is displayed in His complete selflessness. The self-emp-
tying nature of kenosis enables fusion of global sins and
sorrows with the pivotal death and suffering in the Son’s
crucifixion, concomitant in His glorious resurrection,
demonstrating His boundless love. Therefore “God love
treasury-store” is counterpart to the tathagata-garbha.
God is revealed as “the one Body with three doors”. The
Godhead of three distinct attributes and personalities
initiates three entrances for individuals to realize the
truth, viz. 1) Holy Father door relating to the Holy Cov-
enant; 2) Holy Son door transmuting sins and sufferings;
and 3) Holy Spirit door inducing regeneration. Intimate
rapport between the Triune God and man will convey us
into God’s ultimately perfect and blessed Kingdom.

Keywords: Buddha treasury; God love treasury;
emptiness-love congruence



