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On the Moral and Ethical Implication of
Confucius’ Thought of Caution and Fear

Wang Xia (Suzhou University)

Abstract: Confucius said that a gentleman has
three fears and three scruples. What Confucius feared:
destiny, noble man and the words of saints; Cautious:
sacrifice, war, disease. Fear is followed by caution.
Caution is based on fear. Because Confucius got rid
of the entanglement of primitive religious ideas and
intervened with rational thinking, he changed his fear
and caution into blind passivity, introspection and
consciousness, and the awakening of human subject
value. At the same time, Confucius’ thought of caution
and fear plays an important value guiding role in the
thought of moral government, rule of rites, benevolence
and loyalty in his political and ethical system, and also
has a key impact on the filling of Confucius’ main
philosophical concepts of “benevolence, righteousness
and propriety”.

Key Words: Confucius, cautious fear, political
ethics
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