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Moltmann on Easter Hope and Crucifixion

An Ximeng (Shanxi University)

Abstract: The article is a bird’s eye view of the
career of theology of hope between the mid-six ties
and the mid-seventies. Theology of hope played an
important role in defining and articulating Christian
aspiration in our time. Yet, it was influenced by currents

of alteration and reconstituted in 1974. Its original
directives are not obsolate. “The Crucified God”is the
continuation and development of “Theology of Hope”.
Theology of hope must be theology of cross. Theology
of cross is theology of suffering and crucifixion. The
conceptual bridge from hope to suffering is pathos and
deeper sensitivity. This deepened theology of hope. The
overemphasis on social action of reform leads to apathy.
The alternative to the apathy is pathos. Hope is rooted
in the suffering of God. Christian hope can be realistic
and liberating only when it apprehends the pain of the
negative. Contemporary Chinese theology should not
neglect the suffering of people. If one believes in some
social programs of progress whole-heatedly, he is really
naive.

Theology of Hope put forward a thoroughly
eschatological theology, while God crucified argues
that the cross of Christ is the basis and standard of
Christian theology and the identity of Christ’s disciples.
The former emphasizes the resurrection of the crucified
Savior, while the latter emphasizes the enduring
significance of the cross of the resurrected Jesus. The
former emphasizes the promise of God, which makes
history change with each passing day, and forms the
vision of the church’s mission. The latter maintains
that the event of the crucified God is a “force field” in
which the liberation of personal and social life takes
place. Political theology is based on the resurrection
of Jesus and the crucifixion. The death of the cross is
not death, but rebirth. That is the life of Jesus. Without
death, there can be no immortality or liberation. This
is the paradox of the cross. The cross of suffering and
the expectation of the future are negation of negation.
According to Moltmann, the theology of the Cross and
the doctrine of the Trinity are two major Traditions in
Christian theology that incorporate the cross into the
thinking and speaking of God. Moltmann’s innovative
and illuminating suggestion is that he merges these
two traditions into an interpretative continuum. “The
material principle of the Trinity is the Cross of Christ.
The formal principle of knowledge of the cross is the
doctrine of the Trinity.” The Trinity is the division and
unity within God. The focus of the Trinity is the cross
and the resurrection.

Key Words: Eschatology Hope, Crucifixion,
Historical existence, Negative Dialectics, Doubt of
Certainty, Trinity
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