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Sanctification vs. Theosis of Man

Leung In-sing (Editor-in-Chief, Cultural China)

Abstract: Confucianism always prioritizes the
drive for introspection. Pure goodness accruing to self-
examination and mind cultivation engenders oneness
with heavenly Tao. Apostle Paul confesses that spiritual
devotion is akin to the rigorous exertions that intense
competitive sports demand. He exemplifies requiring a
clear goal to persist, suppressing oneself to overcome
fleshly tendencies, striving relentlessly to reach spiritual
peak of holy sainthood. Chinese theology acquaints
well with Chinese culture’s self-reflection and ego-
suppression. Spiritual discipline may well build a self-
reflective mode to self-examine (1) inner sins, (2) inner
light, and (3) inner self-righteousness. Both Christians
and Confucians share a common mind-theory
Sanctification process in Chinese theology however,
is grounded on man possessing a spirit, exhibiting
God’s image and God’s likeness. Christians believe
their primogenitors sinned against God, with resultant
loss of His fellowship and rapport in time and space.
While Confucians, having originated in philosophical
reflection, also discover iniquities and unrighteousness
in man. Nevertheless, theology and philosophy are two
distinct approaches. For Chinese theology, Theosis
proceeds from perichoresis of man’s spirit with God’s,
with cleansing of sins and partaking God’s nature.
Chinese philosophy advocates the oneness of heaven
and man; man can aspire for sagehood as his life is
an intrinsic outflow of heaven’s pure goodness. Man’s
sanctification in Chinese theology is rooted in man
as a child of God, sharing together an original bond
of intimacy. Relational divine sonship manifesting in
Christ, the Holy Son of God, re-establishes rapport and
communion with God, effectuating man’s sanctification.
By virtue of the Holy Son’s incarnation, crucifixion, and
resurrection, the gulf of sins that separates man from
God is removed. By the works of the Holy Spirit, man’s
spirit is regenerated as a pure innocent babe, restored
in position of God’s child. When the newborn’s faith
builds upon the Trinitarian God’s profound love, sonship
in man ultimately attains the sonship quality of Christ
the Holy Son.

Key Words: discipline of self-introspection, peri-
choresis of God and man, Theosis, God’s sonship
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