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Experience, Logic and Salvation

--The Logical Interpretation and the Ques-
tioning of Faith on the Chapter 1-8 of Dao Te
Ching (part two)

Jun Wang (Theological Studies Scholar North
American)

Abstract:In the second Chapter of Dao Te
Ching, Laozi discussed the problems of criterion of
beauty and goodness, variety and eternity, the mortal
and the immortal. By rethinking the problems discussed
by Laozi and analyzing them in a logical way, we can
draw the conclusions as follows: because of his pure
empirical thinking way, neither could Laozi deal with
the problem of criterion of beauty and goodness, nor
the problem of logical relation of variety and eternity
and the problem of the mortal and immortal. For lack-
ing logical and transcendental thinking way, Laozi had
no instrument to deal with the problem of organizing
and guiding experience and to help him get out of the
limit of experience, and for these reasons, he could not
differentiate the absoluteness of logic criterion and the
relativeness of experience, the relativeness of time and
the absoluteness of eternity, the non-transcendentality
of empirical wisdom and transcendentality of problem
of salvation, and he had to fall into the logical and devo-
tional errors that to use the relative to replace the abso-
lute, to mistake eternity for the same, and to look let-it-
be as eternity from salvation.

Key Words: absoluteness and relativeness, vari-
ety and eternity, mortal and immortal, the problem of
thinking way, the dimension of faith
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