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Oneself as Another

—A Book Review of Bendit Vermander’s
The Hermeneutical Triangle

Mo, Wei (Department of Foreign Studies,
Shanghai Maritime University; History Department,
Fudan University)

Abstract: Bendit Vermander’s new book The
Hermeneutical Triangle: The Formation and Interaction
of Sinology, Comparative Classics and Cross-
cultural Theology centers on the major theme, namely
comparative classics and inter-religious dialogue
by constructing a “triangle herméneutique”, which
takes “Comparative Classics” as the middle stream,
“Sinology” upstream and “Cross-cultural Theology”
downstream. All these combine together to set a
hallmark for the shared methodologies and dialogical
characteristics among humanities. Prof. Vermander also
believes that the birth of Sinology as an independent
discipline stemmed from the comparative studies
on classics, and it had entered into a broader field of
literature by seeking harmonies among classics. The
cross-cultural theological interpretation is to examine
these extended relations and to overview the ontology
from the perspective of the objective other.

Key Words: Hermeneutics, Sinology, Classi-

cal Studies, Comparative Studies



