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Idea and Action Interact: the Evolution
of “Frontier” Consciousness and the National
Government’s Governance of the Northwest
Frontier During the Anti-Japanese War

Xie Liang, Xie Dongfeng(The Marxism School
of the south-western law and political University)

Abstract: During the Anti-Japanese War, the
national government promoted the governance of the
northwest frontier by leading “development of the
northwest”, which not only directly derived from the
decision of the real predicament, but also reflects the
“Northwest Complex” that the Chinese people have
long held in their hearts. Simultaneously, the kind
of political action was also supported by the cultural
psychology that people long for returning to the “cradle”
and “birthplace” of the nation, mourning and striving
to restore the glory of the nation. In addition, the direct
goal of the “Northwest Development” led by the national
government was to build a large rear area during the
Anti-Japanese War, the deep consideration of the kind
of political action was that the national government
wanted to accelerates the realization of the integration
of all ethnic groups in order to build a modern nation-
state, Although the limitations of its “frontier” and
“nation” concepts ultimately restricted the effectiveness
of the northwest frontier governance. Especially, the
national government focusing on economic construction
in the course of the north-west frontier governance
and development, Political and cultural construction
was involved but not really promoted. Therefore,
Although the national government’s governance and
development of the northwest frontier seemed to have
a grand plan, in fact, its lacked careful and detailed
preparations. However, the evolution of ideas and the
mutual stimulation of political action here, it’s not only
an intellectual picture that how Chinese people think
about the modern norms of constructing a “nation-state”
can examine dimension in a certain time, but also the
actual reflection that the Chinese people’s concept of
“nation” and “frontier” and their governance practices
had undergone what kind of “modern” evolution.

Key Words: Frontier, Nationality, Concept,
Political Action, Governance



