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A cross-text analysis of “Improve character,
Correct personal faults, Discriminate irrational”

Shi Hengtan (Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences)

Abstract: “Improve character, Correct personal
faults, Discriminate irrational” is an important self-
cultivation problem raised in the Analects of Confucius
Yan Yuan, which has been valued by Confucianism.
This paper makes a careful analysis of the relevant
scriptures and their important commentaries, and
introduces the similar scriptures of the Bible to
provide a new reference system, trying to make a
new interpretation of some of the doubtful points and
difficulties in a comparative perspective. This may help
us to understand the rich meaning of the original text.

Key Words: Improve character, Correct personal
faults, Discriminate irrational, The Analects of
Confucius, Holy Bible



