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Benefiting Boats in Tumultuous Times

-By Centralizing on One Redemption
Ceremony Held in Hinterland of Ailao Mountain
in 1948

Xiong Kaiwan, Yang Mingshun(Kunming
University, Kunming, Yunnan)

Abstract: In 1948, in order to respond to the
existing despairs and disasters occurring in the society,
some local intellectuals and common people from
“Three Territories”-Namely Jingdong, Zhenyuan and
Xinping, located in the hinterland of Ailao Mountain,
held one redemption ceremony in Fuzhu Temple placed
at No. 5 Bao Wen Gang, Fengzhu Township, Xinping
County. Excluding the slogan of “Giving Redemption
to Predestined Friends and Jointly Climbing Supreme
Ways”, it also held a series of flying-heron and
dropping-book activities by means of “Setting Divining
Statues to Please True Saints and Demonstrating Ups
& Downs to Judge Adversities” in this ceremony
and left the hand-copied? book titled as “Wen Gang
Redemption-heron Chapter”. With the field-study
method, and based on a deep analysis upon cultural
logics in similar ceremonies, the paper presented multi-
form interactions and symbols in such ceremonies
and associated processes. It argues that this ceremony
has better presented cultural responses to those rapid
society transformations which would be faced by local
intellectuals and common people under the influence
of cultivating virtues and benefiting boats, as well as
give the positive significances to future local-value
maintenances and individual productions.

Key words: Hinterland of Ailao Mountain,
Redemption Ceremony, Flying Herons and Dropping
Books, Social Construction
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