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Wang Guowei and Yasunari
Kawabato

Shen Yongying(Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies)

Abstract: Wang Guowei and Yasunari
Kawabata were both the leading figures of
academy and literature in China and Japan,
respectively. They shared some similarities
and held differences in terms of their tragic
destinies. On the one hand, influenced by
“mono no aware”, meaning "the pathos
of things", a kind of traditional Japanese
aesthetics, Kawabata pursued the beauty
of mountains and rivers of the nature, and
eventually developed his thoughts into
exile of ethics and elegies of life, which is
known as Kawabata’s special aesthetics
thoughts: “dying eyes”. On the other hand,
Wang, known for his tragic aesthetics,
was influenced not only by the pessimism
thoughts of Schopenhauer’s voluntarism,
but also by the classic Chinese literary
theory of “the feeling of things”, which
in turn helped him to build his special
theory of “realm”. Reading through Wang’s
academic life, we can find tragic thoughts
appeared in his former article On A Dream
of the Red Chamber, as well as in his later
academic works of Poetic Remarks in the
Human World, Human Words, and On the
Opera of the Song and Yuan Dynasties.
The similarities of the two figures’ tragic
aesthetics thoughts lie exactly in the same
origin of literary thoughts in China and
Japan, while their differences come from
the special cultures of the two countries
and their cultural aesthetics with different
realms.

Keyword: tragedy, mono no aware,
feeling of things, dying eyes, realm,

aesthetics



