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Chung-ying Cheng, New Dimensions of
Confucianism and Neo-Confucian Philosophy (New
York: State University of New York Press, 1991).

From Ming Dynasty Philosophy to
Contemporary China

One of the developments of modern Chinese
practical thoughts

In-sing Leung(Chief editor of Cultural China)

Abstract: This paper discusses the development

of philosophy of practice during the Ming Dynasty
when Wang Yang Ming introduced the “Unity of
Understanding and Practice.” Utilizing conscience
as a core part of philosophy to open up the heart,
senses and reason and unify them to utilize them in
the “real world” and thereby “unify understanding
and practice.” Wang’s implementation of a “superior
man’s” lifestyle does not leave the realities and events
of the world and he emphasizes that this lifestyle must
be implemented in the real world. Later on, Liu Jishan
took up the same road of implementation of philosophy
into the real world as he emphasized that the core
attribute of effort and work is being self-disciplined
when being alone. This attribute means to control
one’s heart so that when one is alone one does not lose
their heart or good intent. This is what he means by
self-cultivation in the real world. The emphasis on self-
discipline when being alone is the unification of work/
practice and ontology. Liu Jishan takes this as the basis
to establish practical onto-hermeneutics (Onto-praxis).
The concept onto-hermeneutics of is created by prof.
Cheng Chung Ying which maintains that life and the
universe can be experienced through the process of
understanding derived from the Being of humanity
Onto-praxis is the result of the hermeneutics used
by Cheng Chung Ying to understand Liu Zongzhou.
Onto-praxis has two faces in one body. Onto-praxis is
derived from reality of life and then the reality of life
is derived from the new dimension of the onto-praxis.
The new onto-praxis then creates new realities of life.
New realities of life are continuously discloses by the
opening caused in the development of onto-praxis.
Keywords: praxis, unity of understanding and
practice, Conscience(knowledge of moral goodness),
self-discipline when being alone, seif-cultivation, onto-

hermeneutic
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