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The differences of production
schema between Confucian and Taoism
Yan Yue-zhen(Tsinghua University)
Abstract: In the early Chinese
philosophy, people's views on the origin
of things were based on the clues of
"making" and "living". Among them,
the Confucian production schema fully
affirmed the meaning of production, and
expresses the yearning for ritual and
music order; while the growth schema
represented by Taoism was against man-
made production, emphasizing the
restoration of the growth attributes of
things, expressing the protection of life
itself. The discussion around "making"
and "living" reflects people's basic views
on the origins of society and nature; it
builds and dominates the public topics that
the early thinkers from different factions
have said. In the framework of the above
two modes of thinking, the transformation
between "talent" and "material"” means
the mutual checks and balances between
value rationality and instrumental
rationality, which has the meaning of
balancing cultural ecology. Ancient Greek
philosophy and early Chinese philosophy
have the same consistency in discussion
of production schemas, but their ultimate
interest is different: Confucianism limits
production to the scope of ritual and
music, which is obviously different from
the concept of ancient Greeks, whose
productions only made by craftsmanship.
Keywords: production schema;

growth schema



