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“Tao’and “Qi” in the inheritance of
traditional literature

He Zhongming(Jinan University)

Abstract: It has been a consensus
to revaluate traditional literature and to
inherit excellent nutrition from it. However,
how to recognize and to inherit traditional
literature effectively is worthy of in-depth
discussion. The relationship between
“Tao” and “Qi” is one of them. The May
Fourth Literature successfully transformed
the “Qi” of traditional literature, but the
comprehension and criticism of “Tao” had
the serious shortcomings of simplification
and imprudence, which affected the New-
vernacular Literature to effectively inherit
the traditional literature “Tao” and caused
people to seriously ignore the meaning
of it. In fact, only “Tao” can truly reflect
the uniqueness and profundity of national
literature, and the “Qi” is more likely
to be changed with time. It is especially
necessary to explore deeply and to inherit
the spirit of “Tao”, instead of learning
single-faceted of form and skill in today's
trend of returning to traditional literature.
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