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Secularization Transition of Ultimate
Legitimacy

——A New View on the Essence of May 4th
New Culture Movement

Deng Xize(The School of International Study of
Sichuan University)

Abstract: All traditional civilizations are
divine societies centered on God, and God is the
ultimate legitimacy. The West took the lead in
realizing the modern transformation, becoming a
humanistic society and the ultimate legitimacy of
human beings. The essence of this transformation
is secularization. Centered on the Enlightenment
Movement, the ideological emancipation movement
played an important role in breaking through the
traditional conceptual and physical constraints of
the divine society, pursuing efficiency and laying the
ideological foundation for modernization. Referring to
the western modern transformation, the May 4th New
Culture Movement realized the transformation of the
ultimate legitimacy construction of Chinese people
from divinity to humanity in concept and theory. It
was a secular ideological emancipation movement in
the early stage of the transformation from traditional
society to modern society, as well as a ideological
preparation movement. Broadly speaking, without
the same kind of ideological preparatory movement,
no traditional society can realize the modern
transformation.

Key words: May 4th New Culture Movement;
secularization; ideological emancipation; concept

constraints; physical constraints



