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The May 4th Movement and Moral
Transition:

Centeringon the Transformation of
Traditional Loyalty Virtue

Cui Hailiang(Yanan University)

Abstract: The moral revolution of
the May 4th Movement promoted the
transformation of traditional Chinese
morality. Liang Qichao, Du Yaquan and
other cultural conservatives abandoned
the connotation of loyalty to the monarch
in the light of the changes of the times,
and expounded the modern connotation
of traditional loyalty. Radical Democrats
such as Chen Duxiu, Li Dazhao and Wu
Yu criticized loyalty to the emperor for
suppressing personality and making people
lose their independent personality. They
believed that not only loyalty to
the monarch must be abolished,
but filial piety and chastity
should not exist. This ideological
tendency of overcorrection
weakened people's adherence to

had a negative impact on the EE o
moral decay of later generations.
The new elucidation of the connotation of
traditional loyalty by cultural conservatives
has great enlightenment on how to inherit
and innovate traditional morality today.
Combining with the new changes of the
present era, the rational connotation of
contemporary loyalty should include loyalty
to the country, duty, family, loyalty and
forgiveness, honesty and trustworthiness.
It is not only the only way for traditional
morality to get new life, but also the urgent
need to construct the discourse system
of philosophy and social sciences with
Chinese characteristics to dig out the core
meaning of traditional excellent morality
and carry out a "Chinese Renaissance"
campaign in combination with the needs of
the times.

Key words: May 4th Movement;
moral transformation; loyalty
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