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Look for a City of Happiness and
Joy

Thomas In-Sing Leung(Editor in
Chief, Cultural China)

Abstact: Bogota is the capital city of
Colombia in South America. It once was
famous for drugs and ganglands. Enrique
Pefialosa, an economist and an urban
thinker, was elected twice as the mayor
of Bogota. He thought deeply about how
to make the people in the city happy and
joyful. He established a new urban mode, in
which the people in Bogota live comfortably
and leisurely; in which the interpersonal
relationships are improved; and in which
the social conflicts are reduced. Chinese
urban designers and planners can reflect on
Enrique Pefialosa’s mode. Compare to the
poverty and weakness in Colombia, China
has more wealth and is successful in its
economy. However, do the urban designs in
China make people feel respected and rich?
The Chinese Military Inspection on Sep.
03, 2015, made Beijing return to its original
simplicity. No business was opened; there
were less cars on the road; people enjoyed
the beauty of the blue sky, green trees,
fresh breeze, and the harmony on earth.
If there are few days like this every year,
there must be less violence, selfishness,
greed and conflicts, and there must be more
happiness and joy. The urban insight of
Enrique Pefialosa is: some green areas must
be kept in the city while developing the
economy.

Key words: Enrique Pefialosa, City,
Happiness.



